The Burden of the Mystery
taken as the substance of Lawrence's legacy: Bavarian Gen-
tians, wherein he invokes the blue torch of the flower as a
symbol of the fructifying dark, and Flowers And Men, which
is a variant of his demand for
lovely dangerous life
And passionate disquality of men .. .
Here again is the blue gentian, bluer and richer for the memory
of the earlier lyric in which he made it Persephone's flower:
Flowers achieve their own floweriness and it is a miracle.
Men don't achieve their own manhood, alas, oh alas! alas!
All I want of you, men and women,
All I want of you
is that you shall achieve your beauty
as the flowers do.
Oh leave off saying I want you to be savages.
Tell me, is the gentian savage, at the top of its coarse stem?
Oh what in you can answer to this blueness?
... as the gentian and the daffodil...
Tell me! tell me! is there in you a beauty to compare
to the honeysuckle at evening now
pouring out his breath.
Perhaps because, as the son of a coal-miner, he came to the
cultural tradition of England half a stranger, Lawrence seems
to have as strong filiations with American as with British
poets. Certainly one finds a distrust of the intellect which is
apparent in Whitman, and a need for escape from society felt
by a poet who is in some ways an offshoot of Whitman:
Robinson Jeffers. For Lawrence the principle of evil rests in
the egocentric man and the soulless machine; God realizes
Himself in substance, yet life is rooted in profound impalpable
darkness; the promise of oblivion is blessed. For Jeffers, the
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